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BOOK REVIEWS. 


The book is well printed and profusely illustrated. As we lay it 
down after a most careful reading, we feel that the general reader will 
find in its pages much valuable information, but we wish that the author 
had held the book back for at least a year, and that he had shown 
greater appreciation of the statistical method. If a later edition is 
called for, let the author revise his statistics, and his book will be a credit 
to American neurologj’. B. S. 


Dictionary of Psychological Medicine. 2 Vols. 
1476 pages. Edited by D. Hack Tuke, Philadelphia. 
1892. 

This work, the first of the kind which has been attempted, is 
designed to provide more or less systematic information with reference 
to the terms used in medical psychology, together with the symptoms, 
treatment and pathology of insanity. An account is given of methods 
of psycho-physical research and experimental psychology. The work 
also contains an abstract of the law of lunacy in Great Britain, and, still 
more important, a history of the insane, (by the editor himself) and the 
reforms undertaken to ameliorate their condition in various countries of 
the world. Carefully selected cases illustrating the various types of in¬ 
sanity are furnished, and are an interesting feature of the book. What 
seems to us one of the most important characteristics in an encyclopaedic 
work of this kind, is the introduction of bibliographical refeiences in 
connection with the leading articles. With few exceptions this char¬ 
acteristic is well sustained throughout the book, though some of the 
important subjects happened to fall into the hands of inferior men for 
treatment, and as a result no bibliography of any value is given in such 
cases. 

The plan of the work is most excellent, and shows the mark of a 
master mind. It impresses one with Dr. Tuke’s characteristic vigor and 
enthusiastic energy. No subject of any considerable importance, which 
at all lies within the domain of a book of this kind, has been omitted. 

The list of contributors numbers one hundred and twenty-five, 
selected from different parts of the world, embracing many names well 
known in connection with mental diseases and pathological analysis. 
The editor insists upon the international character of the work, not 
entirely without reason, and yet in this same connection it must be 
remembered, of the one hundred and twenty-five contributors, over 
eighty are from Great Britain. France is represented by eighteen ; 
while Germany, with all her progress in this special field, has only nine 
names to her credit, and the United States but five. Austria, with her 
Vienna and its Kraft, Ebbing and that coterie of other renowned spec¬ 
ialists, has but two, Benedikt and Schwartzer, who are hardly represen¬ 
tative men in the best sense. While the number of Americans is 
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exceedingly small, their work is of high character. Special mention 
ought to be made, even in this brief review, of the very worthy contri¬ 
bution on “Psycho-physical methods’’ by Prof. H. H. Donaldson, and 
the article on the temperature of the cerebrum, byj. S. Lombard, as 
well as the excellent resume by Prof. Jastrow of what has been done in 
reaction-time experiments among the same. Spain has no representa¬ 
tive at all, Russia, Belgium, Holland and Denmark but one each. Italy, 
with all her high grade work of recent years, has but two. 

As a part of the introduction, the book contains an essay on 
“ Philosophy of Mind ” by W. C. Coupland. This essay is a burden to 
the book and in no sense a redeeming feature. It is metaphysical in its 
style, anu wholly at variance with the spirit of modern psychology and 
the laboratory methods which have thrown so much light on some of the 
most perplexing problems of mental pathology. It is also unfortunate 
that the wood-cuts are so few, and that some of these are so poorly ex¬ 
ecuted. Another matter to be deeply regretted is that so long a time 
elapsed between the preparation of some of the articles and their appear¬ 
ance in print. A few already need revision in order to have a strictly 
up-to-date color. Though these defects of the book are at times very 
aggravating, yet in justice it must be said that they do not seriously mar 
the treatise as a whole. Take it all in all, the work is a strong one, rich 
in its suggestiveness, forming an elaborate and valuable contribution to 
the literature of medical psychology. It commends itself especially on 
account of its terminology which is thoroughly modern, and also because 
of its clear definitions. It is very reliable as a work of reference, not 
only to experts in mental diseases but to the student of psychology in 
any of its branches, and also to the profession generally. It certainly 
fills a want long felt by those who have been called upon to deal with 
neuropathic cases in the course of their ordinary practice, and it is a 
boon in that, in a large measure, it brings into focus the widespread 
literature ot the subject in a manner that betokens the editor’s zeal, 
ability and broad learning. W. O. K. 

Illustrations of the Nerve Tracts in the Mid ani> 
Hind Brain, and the Cervical Nerves Arising 
Therefrom. By Alexander Bruce, M.A., M.D., F. 
R. C. P. Ed., Fellow of the Royal Society, Edinburgh; 
Lecturer on Pathology in the School of Medicine; 
Assistant Physician (formerly Pathologist) Edin¬ 
burgh Royal Infirmary; Pathologist to the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh. Edinburgh 
and London. Young I. Pentland. 1892. 


The title does not suggest all that is contained in this brilliant 
work. We have before us an atlas of 27 plates, treating the anatomy of 



